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Deadline for Submitting Articles to the Occident
To be printed in the West High Alumni Occident, all articles and
suggestions for articles must be submitted to the editor by the

following dates:

November 20th - February 20th - May 20th - August 20th

President's Message
Dan Martin '72

-

Summer Recap

West High Alumni activities for
this extremely HOT summer
were to kick off with a new event
featuring a Scoop Walk/Ice Cream
Social that took place on June 29.
Due to the temperature (well in
the 80’s) the Walk portion was
canceled, and the Ice Cream Social
took place in the school cafeteria.
The event was well supported by
those in attendance, and we appre-
ciate the donations received that
will help fund future activities and
events. The Johnson’s Ice Cream
was a big hit, and all enjoyed the
unlimited portions shared.

July’s Hot event was the Summer Picnic/Potluck held, once again
inside the Crossroads Church on S. Hague Ave. Food was abundant
and most in attendance were given a few extra treats for the road
home. This year’s event not only included a wonderful time for
socialization and friendly conversation, but also able to embrace a
surprise impromptu entertainment opportunity by three individual
children that sang their special songs. First was a rendition of the
Star-Spangled Banner; second a song from Frozen and third was
closed with a Christmas song. Thank you to the talented youth that
shared their gifts and best wishes to them as they are encouraged to
continue pursuing their natural abilities. A drawing was held on a few
door prizes to conclude the day’s activities.

The Hot weather did not let up in August causing summer storms
that flooded out the venue for the scheduled golf outing that was
forced to reschedule for September 26 at the same time and location
of Groveport Golf Club.

August 14th was our Smoking Hot fundraiser which provided a 10%
contribution to WHSAA for purchases made in person or by carryout
at Texas Roadhouse, Hilliard location. A big Cowboy “Yahoo!” for
getting out to support this event.

Future Events
September 14 will mark the date of the West High School Hall of
day, September 14 at 3:30 pm.

October 16, 6:00 pm is a scheduled general meeting of WHSAA at
York Steak House, 4220 W. Broad Street. The meeting will be an
opportunity for nominations for board members of the association.
November 20, 6:00 pm is also a scheduled general meeting of the
membership to elect the selected members of the board.

Continued on page 11



Fall Activities é’
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Homecoming - Friday, October 3, 2025! All Alumni Invited!

West High Alumni Marching Band Association (WHAMBA) has been around since the Fall of 1979.
Over the years, we have lost some members due to old age, COVID, and bad timing. Last year, we
had a Homecoming game on a Thursday night due to lack of football referees. We realize that march-
ing is hard and that you might be a little rusty on your instrument, but please join us anyway.

|
\
\ WHAMBA and the Weskets will take the field for pregame and with the current high school marching
band at half-time. All former band and Wesket members are encouraged to join in the fun. We will
| » have arehearsal on Wednesday, October 1st at 6:00 pm. Rain date will be on Thursday. The uniform
# for the band members will be white or beige pants and a brown shirt or T-shirt. Registration fee is a

» nominal $10.00.
ﬁ Recent 2025 graduates can participate for free! We do have a few instruments to use but please try to
. . *  bring or borrow an instrument if you can. Please respond to WHAMBA on Facebook so that we have
. an idea of who will be coming so that we can coordinate with the current band director Mr. David
Gieseler.
=
Mr. Gieseler is also working on building up the band program by starting many new students on
instruments this summer. We already know that we will not be able to do Script West this year,
‘ but we are planning on doing it in the near future. For any questions please contact:
° Stacy Neff Campbell
° 614-580-3584
stacyberndsen12@gmail.com
Brad Laver
614-563-4981 August 22 Away Franklin Heights
~ condor850@aol.com . .
August 29 Home Linden McKinley
Mitch Neff September 5 Away Centennial
614-905-0189 September 12 Home Eastmoor
mneff@columbus.rr.com
September 19 Home Africentric
September 26 Away Walnut Ridge
o October 3 Home Marion Franklin
October 10 Away Independence
October 17 Home South
October 24 Away Briggs

A JRS A,




Alumni Update é’

Dr. Tim ). Byron, 1965

1 heard from life member Dr. Tim J. Byron, class of 1965. He felt that West High School had an enormous influence on his life.
Dr: Tim still communicates regularly with his classmates and friends. Here is an update about this Hall of Fame honoree. - Editor

Way before getting to West High School, I had foot pain which was common for an
active 10-year-old. My dad took me to the Foot Doctor for care and that's when I knew
that was my path.

I finished undergrad at The Ohio State University, and was accepted to Medical School
in 1967, at 19 years old, the youngest in my class. West High did a fabulous job of
preparing me for continuing my medical degree education. I graduated in 1971, at 22
years old and was commissioned in the United States Army Reserve, as a Captain,
assigned to the Infantry Training Center for Vietnam.

I ended up spending 25 years in uniform before retiring in 1996 from Madigan Army
Medical Center in Tacoma, Washington. Simultaneously, | was chosen to be the first
Chief of my specialty, Foot and Ankle, at the Veterans Administration, Long Beach,
California. I taught the residents and medical students at the University of California,
Irvine. I ended up retiring from the Veterans Administration, Vanderbilt University,
Nashville in 2018.

All the while maintaining 3 private Foot Clinics in Orange County, California, along
with multiple hospitals & surgical centers.
I was also able to continue playing my
music, which I started at 8 years old as

Dr: T.J. Byron, LTC a stage performer with multiple groups.

USAR, Retired Having been the drum Captain in the West

Surgeon, Foot and Ankle, High School Marching 100, I later played

Chief, Veterans Administration 2018 with many groups, including 25 years with
"THE DOCTOR ROCK BAND ".

At West High School, I was
given an opportunity to soar in
athletics (tennis team), music,
and academics. They gave me
the foundation for success in
any avenue that I chose. Finally,
the School honored and
humbled me by being inducted
into the HALL OF FAME in
1997. 1 was also honored by

my medical college as an induct-
ee into the HALL OF FAME,
KENT STATE UNIVERSITY, in 2013.

I have missed a few reunions due to health restrictions, but we may have a

Jim Luellen Trio CLASS OF 1965, 65TH!!
Jimmy Luellen - Columbus North,

Dr. Donnie Simons - Whetstone,

Tim Byron on drums. Thanks to all the great teachers and coaches in my years at West High

School; GO COWBOYS!!



Golf Outing é’

Golf Outing Rescheduled

September 26, 2025

For more information:
https://westhighalumni.com/wp-content/uploads/
18th-ANNUAL-WEST-HIGH-Golf-Outing-reschedule.pdf




Summer Potluck ...

Summer Potluck Fun!
by Nikol (Madison) Owens ‘97

As always, the West High All-Class Alumni Potluck Picnic
2025 was a wonderful time! We had a small crowd with
33 people in attendance.

It was held at the usual place: the Crossroads United Methodist
Church, located at 1100 South Hague Avenue in Columbus,
Ohio.

We enjoyed tasty Sloppy Joes, cooked by Eli Bowen *74, and a
variety of side dishes and desserts from those that attended. Our

Alumni Association Board of Directors collected some door Kitchen Staff - Greg Large 1970,
prizes and giveaways. William Hunter, and Eli Bowen 1974

We always give away prizes for

the oldest and youngest class-

mates in attendance, and have

prize drawings just for being

there, so don’t miss your chance

to take home a prize next year!

Our eldest alumna was Hazel

Grace Redmond Harper, 1947.

Our youngest alumnus was Daniel _—— >
Michael, 2024.

Lee and Donna Workman Kimmons 1971 John Brown 1950

Leo Galluci 1971 and Tim Morgan 1976 Livia Owens and Damon Owens



e SUMMer Fun!

Quite a few alumni classes were represented this
year from the 1940s to the 2020s. The 1970s had
the most in attendance with 16 classmates.

It is always an enjoyable time connecting with each
other — meeting new alumni and catching up with
our old West High friends. For those that attended,
be sure to tell all of the alumni you know about the
fun time you had so we can have an even larger
turnout next year!

Thank you to all who came and a special thank you
to all of the Board members that helped make this

event a success. We wish you all a year of good
health Ronald Forrer 1955

Sue Moore Edwards 1956, Jan. Ron Thomas 1975

Rosalie Martin Williams 1972
and Sara McPeek Sampson 1969

William Hunter,
Eli Bowen's grandson
sang The Star Spangled Banner

Larry Wolfe 1977 and Jodie Wolfe 1976
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Ay 2025 All-Class Christmas Luncheon Reservations e
MAIL IN TODAY! =

|

|

| |
| $ |
| Number # Entree Reservations at $33.00 each. Total enclosed ---> | § 3 A |
| - |
| |
| List names for each reservation: Mail this reservation form |
| and check to: |
| West Alumni |

Association
PRINT LEGIBLY Year Graduated JanuaryorJune ___ .0. Box
| PO.Box 28056 |
olumbus,

| Columbus, OH 43228 |
| First Name Last Name Maiden Name |
| |
| Address Phone |
| |
| City State Zip |
| |
— = - - - — — - — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — -

West High School 2025 All-Class
Christmas Luncheon,
Saturday, December 6, 2025!

Registration Deadline! Monday, December 1, 2025

All Alumni are invited. Attention Class Representatives! Pass the word.
Join us in celebrating the Holiday Season
with your old friends and schoolmates.
Reservations are $33.00 per person.

Location: JP's Barbeque Ribs Ample Free Parking.
2000 Norton Road
Columbus, OH 43228 Doors Open at 11:00 am
. Cocktail/Social Hour 11:00 a.m. - Noon
Menu will be a buffet! Cash Bar
Music provided by Buffet Luncheon - Noon
West High Alumni Dance Band Registration starting at 10:30 a.m.

I> Questions: Stacy Neff Campbell '78

I (614) 580-3584
&\»’ m Silent Auction items needed!
Contact our Silent Auction Chair Stacy Neff Campbell '78 ,/

[ ]
° )
at (614) 580-3584 with items to be donated. ‘),:? \
All monies raised will benefit the West High Alumni Scholarship Foundation! )




Ice Cream Social é’

How Many Scoops Would You Like? / \

The alumni association board members and the school principal had an idea to
show off the new track with an Ice Cream Social and Scoop Walk on Sunday,
June 29th. For every mile that you could walk Ve

you would earn a ticket for a free scoop of
Johnson’s ice cream. Well, the weather was
an issue, and the event was turned into an ice
cream social inside the school cafeteria. The
ice cream and fixings were delicious! We
ended up with a small crowd, but it was fun
anyway.
\ \ . . . .
West Principal Dr. Dan Roberts Rosalie Martin Williams 1972
and Stacy Neff Campbell 1978
4 )
Cheryl Meinberg Kochansky 1975
Larry Titus 1985 and Georgia Martin Ward 1970 \ / and Kathy Fuller Bright 1973
Vida Fulton
Williams 1973
and
Dorance Nichols
Hornsby 1963
N J /
Wanda Estepp Ross 1973
Band Directors - Mark Sampson and Aaron Jackson 1972 and Nancy Lloyd Laver 1979

Do you like live music?

The West High Alumni Dance Band is available to play for your reunions or for your
special events. We ask for a donation for our time. All donations are given back to
the school band and orchestra program. We are a registered 501(c)(3) tax
exempt non-profit organization. Contact Brad Laver for more
information at 614-563-4981.




Retirees (ﬁ/

Do you recognize these people?

Did you know that a group of WHS retired teachers meet twice a year at the MCL Cafeteria?

First Row L-R: Bob Howard, Mark Sampson, Roger Savage, Barry Stebbins
Second Row L-R: Sharon (Susie) Buchanan, Liz Laughlin, Sara McPeek Sampson,
Paula Fistick, Rae Lambert, Ann Newkirk Dean, Debbie Downey

o /Bol_a Howard

Congratulations on your retirement
from the alumni association!
Your work has been invaluable for over 30 years!
Thank you!




Reunions

Save the Date - Class of 1976
50th Class Reunion
Saturday, June 6, 2026

Follow on Facebook
West High School Class of 1976 50th Reunion

More details to come!
Questions? Contact:
Tammy Morris Flowers

tamm?715@aol.com

Cheryl Meinberg Kochansky
ckochansky@insight.rr.com

Class of 1966
59th Class Reunion
Sunday, Sept 21, 2025

Yes, it’s been 59 years since
running the halls of West High.
We have planned an informal gathering to
socialize and rekindle old friendships.

Please Join Us in Celebration of
Our 59th High School Class Reunion

please pass this along and get their new information to me
so we can keep everyone up to date.

For questions, please email or call
Norm Parrish parrishn@aol.com or 614 889-9668

Looking forward to seeing everyone’s smiling face!

Gidget’s Garden and Event Center, 5975 Lambert Rd, Orient, Ohio

If you know of someone who is not receiving this information,

Ginny Hane-Wittkugle vlwitt8 16@gmail.com or 614 288-7905
Cindy Echols-Hilling cindee7465@gmail.com or 614 562-5848

Class of 1961

Saturday, December 6, 2025

West High Alumni Christmas Luncheon
Come if you can for a “mini” class gathering with
other West High Alumni

JP’s Barbecue Bolton Field
2000 Norton Rd. Columbus 11:00 am

Reservation form is in this newsletter.
Contact: Judy Rausch Warner ‘61

513-324-0443

Sunday September 21, 2025
3 pm - 6pm

Lucky's Grille & Sports Pub
5387 Roberts Rd,
Hilliard, OH 43026

No Cost
Purchase your own Food &
Drinks from Bar or server

Would be appreciated for
setup of tables and chairs

President’s Message, continued from page 2

Urgent Needs

Volunteerism and financial support are most necessary to continue
the support for West High activities and scholarships moving for-
ward into the future. Not only are we seeking new board members
but also committee members willing to assist as committee mem-
bers to plan the centennial anniversary of WEST HIGH SCHOOL
in 2029. Please contact any current board member of your ability to
serve.

Most of our dollars raised are through the work provided by
manning the concession stands during sporting events for football
and basketball, we are asking for your help. Please call Eli Bowen
at 614-595-2459 or Rosalie Williams, 614-572-3953, if willing and
able to share your availability.

In conclusion, a final ask is that we are seeking support and
donations for our annual Christmas luncheon to be held December
6th this year. Gift cards, and other gifts are necessary donations
needed for our silent auction fundraiser. Please contact, Vice Presi-
dent and committee chairperson, Stacy Campbell, 614-580-3584 of
items to be included. As a heads up, we have been notified that the
per person luncheon price will be increasing this year due to food and
preparation costs to $33.00.

As always, GO COWBOYS!! Knowing that we appreciate and
continue to thank you for your support, year in and year out.




THANK YOU for Your Donations! é}

ﬁ\ tgh%
l:? '% \ The Alumni Association is designated as a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization.
|

|I g o All Scholarship donations qualify as a tax deduction on your federal taxes.
' -';'I Checks should be made payable to the WHSAA and
. mailed to Treasurer, P.O. Box 28056, Columbus, OH 43228.
4)'”“11\%
WELCOME New Members
Bob Kistler, 1968
THANK YOU for donating
in memory of, or in honor of, Theresa Fox, 1976
an individual Terry McNally, 1965
Robbie Ranney Brandstatter °58 Connie Robinson Iguchi, 1963

in memory of Ronald Ranney ’57. )
Bill Kern, 1960, Jan.

Edgar Easterly III °49 Nancy Kern Rutan, 1963
in memory and respect of Nancy Hardy Smith °50.

Theresa Fox >76
in memory of Carole Sue Lilly Fox ’54.

John B. Brown °50

in memory of Robert Brown ’46, William Brown ’48, WELCOME New Life Member
Richard Brown ’50 and Herbert Brown ¢53.

610 life members
never have to remember to pay their dues!

Diana Saum, 1973

THANK YOU for your

General Fund Donation
Sharon Pope Justice, 1961 THANK YOU for Your
’ Scholarship Donation

Estate of Paul W. Pennell, 1957
Pat Stewart, 1964

The WHSAA board decided at the last board meeting that we will no longer be mailing membership cards.
We do not ask members to see their membership card to participate in any function

¢ —amD
o —amD

so we decided that we would discontinue this practice.




Update Your Alumni 2025 - '26 Calendar!

September 14, 2025
Sunday

September 26, 2025
Friday

October 16, 2025
Thursday

November 20, 2025
Thursday

December 6, 2025
Saturday

March 14, 2026
Saturday

June 27, 2026
Saturday

3:00 PM Hall of Fame Ceremony. West High School Library.
Don’t miss it! All are welcome!

Golf Outing - RESCHEDULED!
All are welcome!
Reservation details are on the website. Please join us.

6:00 PM General Meeting
York Steak House, 4220 W. Broad St., Columbus 43228
Nomination of Board officers. All are welcome!

6:00 PM General Meeting
York Steak House, 4220 W. Broad St., Columbus 43228
Election of Board officers. All are welcome!

Christmas Luncheon — JP’s Barbecue Bolton Field
2000 Norton Rd., Columbus. Save the date! Details are in this newsletter.

11:00 AM Florida All-Class Reunion in Sarasota
Der Dutchman Restaurant. Save the date! First timers eat free!

Hilltop Bean Dinner sponsored by the Grove City Rotary Club at
Westgate Park. Proceeds to benefit West High School and Westgate Park

Wigh’
& %
£y é; 2

NEWSLETTER MAILINGS

L If your Alumni Occident newsletter is ‘snail-mailed’ to you it is mailed in a bulk mailing which is not forwarded if you
move. It is not returned to the Alumni Association, so we do not know you have not received it. Contact the Asso-
ciation Editor with the dates that you will be in another location, and we will mail your newsletter to that address.

Kroger Plus Card Benefits
West Alumni Association

Forty alumni households
contributed $88.01 to the
Association without
having to do anything
but register their Kroger

will see a PD25 after your name on
the mailing label.

Plus Card on their com- If you are a Life Member, you will

puter. This is easy mon-
ey! Please follow the directions on our new
website to see how to join the Community

Rewards Program.

see LM. If your label does not show
either of these, please renew your

membership dues now.

PLEASE RENEW YOUR DUES BY MARCH 1.

Membership Renewal - Check your label!

If you have already paid your dues for 2025 before January 1, you



Remembering é’

In Memoriam - Alumni No Longer With Us

(If you know the graduation class of anyone listed without a year, please contact the Association editor so we may update our
records. Also, if you know of any alumni deaths that we have not reported, please also let us know of those.)

Class Class
1930s 1960s continued
Rosemary Francis Purslow, May 18, 2003 1934 William “Bill” Stilwell, June 22, 2025 1965

Carol Speckman Brown, June 5, 2025 1963
1940s Cheryl Redding Chellino, June 23, 2025 1963
Donald O. Best, September 3, 2018 1946, Jan. Nancy Kelly Hahn, July 13, 2025 1969
Ruth McClish Bowser, December 7, 2020 1942 Geri L. Riley, July 23, 2025 age 75
Glenna Huston Fogle, May 6, 2022 1947, Jan. Karen Williamson, July 24, 2025 1968
Eileen Watts Griffith, December 18, 2022 1942 Patricia Montgomery Heston, July 9, 2025 1968
Emil J. Kunzi, Jr., December 19, 2019 1944 James “Jim” Barber, July 23, 2025 1964
Eileen Davis Lane, May 29, 2019 1947 Terry L. Shreffler, June 24, 2025 age 79
Nita Mathias McGuire, May 13, 2023 1945 Dr. Thomas H. Hartranft, June 23, 2025 age 82
Patricia Perry McKee, February 27, 2025 1948, Jan. Esther Ellen Smith Anderson, June 12, 2025 1960
Harriet Edwards Morris, June 8, 2022 1944 James L. Frisch, June 8, 2025 age 81
Jerrold Postle, January 13, 2024 1945, Jan. Florence Mickens Fleming, May 5, 2025 age 78
James R. Scott, July 14, 2025 1945 Dorothy J. Norris, August 20, 2025 1961
Norma Cunningham McFadden Morse, June 29, 2025 1947
Eleanor Bauman Jackson, July 13, 2025 1943, Jan. 1970s
Keitha Thompson Johnston, April 29, 2025 1948 Pamela Berger McAllister, May 29, 2025 1972
Helen Killian Black, July 23, 2025 1948 Ronald C. Watkins, February 25, 2022 age 61

Brenda Gilliam Estep, August 4, 2025 1978
1950s Gary R. Lowe, July 31, 2025 1977
Patti Culp Ongaro, January 29, 2024 1954 Mary Ann Smith Thompson, August 3, 2025 1975
Joseph “Skip” Balthaser, April 5, 2025 1951 Thomas L. Ewing, June 10, 2025 1972
Shirley Gill Docken, March 5, 2025 1952 Howard “Skip” Lewis, Jr., June 15, 2025 1972
Catherine Owen Little, 2001 1958 John S. Campbell, June 15, 2025 1976
Ronald Ranney, August 12, 2025 1957 Rodney Swinney, June 8, 2025 age 64
Margaret “Jenny” George, February 28, 2025 1958 Michael Hammock, May 22, 2025 1975
Judith Peery Augspurger, July 18, 2025 1957 Stephen McNamer, May 19, 2025 1976
Barbara Glass Parker, June 23, 2025 1956 Charlie Stephens, July 2, 2025 1972
Sheri Harlor Whitt, August 15, 2025 1959
Barbara Holley Dotson, August 8, 2025 1958, Jan. 1980s
Preston E. Dorsey, Sr., July 24, 2025 1955 Brent A. Milby, August 5, 2025 1989
Marjorie Weiler Mason, July 26, 2025 1958, Jan. Keith D. Honore’, August 15, 2025 age 61
Sandy Lenox McMeekin, July 25, 2025 1962
Irene Scott Berry, August 14, 2025 age 88 1990s
Mary Della Howell Koch, May 18, 2025 1950 Joshua L. Williams, June 30, 2025 age 46
1960s 2000s
Marianne Dennis Bedell, May 14, 2025 1967 Chanel Butts Grundy, July 6, 2025 age 41
Michael Corbett, July 24, 2025 1962 Richard Deshon Murphy, May 12, 2025 age 19
Marilyn Westlake Smith, July 1, 2025 1961
Barbara Apel Healey, June 23, 2025 1961

Did you know Thank you to our Alumni and friends
that you can follow us who informed the Association of the passing
» of these cherished alumni, teachers and staff
on Facebook? of West High School.
Without your help

West High School Alumni Association
Columbus, Ohio

we would not have this section.

Share this newsletter with a friend!




Membership Application
2025 Annual Membership Dues

Wehg Mail Form & Payment to: #130
£ % West High School Alumni Association
: P.O. Box 28056
A"Tfug*“‘ Columbus, Ohio 43228
radition
For Tomorrow www. WestHighAlumni.com
PLEASE CHECK:
 Renewal O New Membership [ Address Change  E-Mail Change
Member PRINT LEGIBLY
Information
Year Graduated January or June
First Name Last Name Maiden Name
Street Address
City State Zipt4 o
E-Mail Address Phone ( )
Annual OR Lifetime Membership
Annual Annual Lifetime Lifetime Lifetime Lifetime
E-Mailed Paner Mailed (Under age 65) | (Under age 65) | (Age 65+) (Age 65)
Newsletter I\?e sletter E-Mailed Paper Mailed E-Mailed Paper Mailed
W W Newsletter Newsletter Newsletter Newsletter
$25 $30 $250 $275 $140 $150
Donations
Roster of Members
* Donations to General Fund $
* Donations to Scholarship Fund $ * Roster of Members (Mailed in May)
$20.00 $
In Memory of
In Honor of Roster Format A Printed Version (US Mail)

Special Gift Newsletter

During 2025 with your membership renewal you can give

an emailed newsletter to a friend with an interest

in West High School. Lifetime members may also
participate! We think that most people who receive a gift
newsletter will join the association. We can double our
membership if every current member participates in this
special offer! Do your part - it is FREE!

Name

Choose 1 J E-Mailed PDF format
* Roster of one graduation class $
$10.00
- Sorted alpha by Last Name

- E-Mailed PDF format

E-Mail Address

Total Enclosed $




PRESORTED
3 West High School Alumni Association S EAgSQSZ
lﬂnl PO. Box 28056 “PAD
Al“ Columbus, OH 43228 Columbus, OH
Permit No. 6870
Address Service Requested
General Meetings:
York Steak House 6:00 pm
October 16th and November 20th
Everyone is welcome!
Ginger Thrush, Realtor
ERA Real Solutions Realty
614-214-2522 - Mobile
gingerthrush@gmail.com
30 years experience serving the needs
of Central Ohio buyers and sellers.
Call Ginger for help Ginger Thrush
buying or selling!

R a ERA

REALTOR®  owoemun REAL ESTATE

RE /L

SOLUTIONS




